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By HEATHER HOLLINGS- 
WORTH 

MISSION, Kan. (AP) — What or 
Karla Arango says started 
as a dorm-room sexual as- 
sault got even worse as 
word spread around cam- 
pus. Her attacker's frater- 
nity brothers snubbed her, 
she says, whispering about 
her in the cafeteria, block- 
ing her phone number and 
unfriending her on social 
media. Soon her grades 
were slipping. 

Arango's experience in her 
first year at Northern Ken- 
tucky University highlights 
what experts see as deep- 
seated problems with Title 
IX, the 1972 federal civil 
rights law that prohibits 
sexual discrimination — in 
education. It turns 50 this 
month. 

Heralded as a game 
changer for female col- 
lege athletes, the law also 
is Supposed to protect sex- 
val assault and harassment 
accusers like Arango, giv- 
ing them options like mov- 
ing dormitories or even 
getting their attackers re- 
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University of Oregon students and staff protest on the steps of Johnson Hall on the UO campus in Eugene, Ore. Thursday May 8, 2014, 
against sexual violence in the wake of allegations of rape brought against three UO basketball players by a fellow student. 
Associated Press 


moved from the school. 

In practice, the law’s pro- 
tections fall short, accusers 
and advocates say. 


Polarizing regulations final- 
ized under former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump have 
discouraged students from 


coming forward with abuse 
allegations. Those who do 
face a live hearing and 
cross-examination by a 


person of their alleged at- 
tacker’s choosing. The rules 
also narrowed the defini- 
tion of sexual harassment 


and allowed colleges to ig- 
nore most cases arising off 
campus. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 
President Joe Biden and 
other critics say the rules, 
finalized in 2020 by then- 
Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos, fail to adequately 
protect sexual assault vic- 
tims, deter them from re- 
porting misconduct and go 
too far in shielding the ac- 
cused. Biden is expected 
to announce new rules as 
soon as this month. 

In the meantime, many stu- 
dents have opted out en- 
tirely, never reporting the 
abuse. Or they've chosen 
to go an informal route, in 
which the accused might 
be asked not to take class- 
es with the accuser, or to 
switch schools — often with 
no mark on their record. 
Arango ultimately decided 
not to pursue her case, and 
nothing happened to the 
other student. 

"| felt like my identity was 
beginning to form, and 
then it was completely 
stripped away," said Aran- 
go, now 21 and heading 
into her senior year. "Every- 
one just saw me as this girl 
that was lying about being 
sexually assaulted. And | 
was spiraling really bad." 
The Associated Press typi- 
cally doesn't identify peo- 
ple who say they have 
been sexually assaulted, 
but Arango allowed her 
name to be used. She 
serves On a caucus of survi- 
vors for End Rape on Cam- 
pus, a national advocacy 
group. 

Sexual assault is common- 
place on college campus- 
es. Thirteen percent of col- 
lege students overall and 
nearly 26% of undergradu- 
ate women reported non- 
consensual sexual contact, 
according to a 2019 As- 
sociation of American Uni- 
versities survey of 181,752 
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Vice President Joe Biden, shouting "no means no," speaks at a rape-awarness event at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado, in Boulder, Colo., Friday, April 8, 2016. 


students on 27 campuses. 
Rates were nearly as high 
for students who are trans- 
gender, nonbinary or oth- 
erwise gender noncon- 
forming. 

Only about one-third of the 
female accusers reported 
what happened, accord- 
ing to the survey. Doing so 
often ends badly, accord- 
ing to Know Your IX, an 
advocacy group that has 
found students who report 
abuse often leave school, 
at least temporarily, and 
are threatened with defa- 
mation lawsuits. 

"The current process is not 
really working for anybody," 
said Emma Grasso Levine, 
the manager of Know Your 
IX. 

At some. universities, the 
Trump administration rules 
have been followed by a 
decrease in the number of 
complaints addressed by 
Title IX offices, according to 
records provided to The As- 
sociated Press. 

At the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, 204 Title IX com- 
plaints were logged in 2019, 
but just 12 in 2021, records 
show. The number of cases 
that met the criteria for for- 
mal investigations fell from 
27 to zero in the same pe- 
riod. No student has been 
found responsible for a Title 
IX violation at the university 
since 2020. 


At Michigan State Univer- 
sity, the number of Title IX 
complaints dropped from 
more than 1,300 in 2019 to 
56 in 2021. School officials 
say the drop is the result 
of narrowed definitions in 
the 2020 regulations. Com- 
plaints that fall outside the 
scope of the federal rules 
now go through a similar 
but separate disciplinary 
system, Officials said. 
Arango's nightmare began 
in August 2019, when she 
blacked out after playing 
a drinking game with her 
new fraternity friends. 

She recalls waking on an 
air mattress, a male student 
on top of her, although she 
had given no consent for 
the sex. She grabbed her 
belongings and headed 
to class, acting like nothing 
had happened. 

She kept quiet until that 
October, when she told a 
fraternity friend but swore 
him to secrecy. 

A few days later, she re- 
ceived an email from the 
Title IX office saying her 
name had been included 
in a sexual assault miscon- 
duct report. Her friend had 
shared her secret with the 
fraternity's president, who 
was a resident adviser and 
required to report it. 

The accused student soon 
found out. His fraternity 
brothers shunned her as 
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she weighed whether to 
pursue a Title IX investiga- 
tion. People were calling 
her a liar, she said. 

Arango asked Title IX of- 
ficials if the other student 
would be suspended or 
sanctioned if she filed a for- 
mal complaint. The coordi- 
nator told her the process 
was lengthy and that, if 
nothing else, she probably 
could get a no-contact or- 
der. 

She was skipping two class- 
es to avoid the student and 
his friends, on track to re- 
ceive the first two Cs of her 
life — grades that could 
threaten her scholarship. 
Then there was the isola- 
tion. "The thing is, no one 
is talking to me anymore," 
she realized. 

She put the investigative 
process on hold. By the 
time she revisited it in the 
spring, the pandemic was 
slowing everything down. 
Then DeVos' new regula- 
tions were announced. 
"Byzantine" is the word at- 
torney Russell Kornblith uses 
to describe them. He is rep- 
resenting three Harvard Uni- 
versity graduate students in 
a lawsuit alleging that the 
Ivy League school for years 
ignored complaints about 
sexual harassment by a re- 
nowned professor. 

He said pursuing the cases 
can be time intensive, dis- 


tracting students from their 
classwork. Income. dispari- 
ties often play out, with af- 
fluent students able to pay 
for attorneys and others 
represented only by them- 
selves. In some cases, ac- 
cusers find themselves be- 
ing questioned about their 
sexual past. 

A process that already had 
seemed rough became 
overwhelming to Arango. 

"| just saw the words 'cross- 
examination’ and freaked 
out," she recalled. "| was 
like, ‘| can't. | can't put my- 
self through that." 

As more complaints fall out- 
side its scope, experts have 
raised alarms that colleges 
are increasingly judging 
cases in parallel campus 
discipline systems that don't 
guarantee accusers the 
same rights as Title IX. 

Justin Dillon, a Washington- 
based lawyer who has de- 
fended dozens of students 
accused of sexual miscon- 
duct, called the cross-ex- 
amination process created 
under DeVos an "unpar- 
alleled success," but criti- 
cized the overall handling 
of sexual misconduct cases 
under Title IX. 

"It's just sort of created this 
kind of sexual police state 
on college campuses that 
| think goes far beyond 
making sure that men and 
women get equal access 
to education," he said. 
Students are filing fewer 
sexual misconduct cases 
and the bulk of them — up- 
ward of 90% — are now be- 
ing handled informally, said 
Brett Sokolow, president of 
the Association of Title IX 
Administrators. Sometimes 
the accused will simply 
agree to transfer so their 
new school won't know 
anything happened, he 
said. 

For all the difficulties col- 
leges have had adjudicat- 
ing sex assault cases, Title 
IX at least holds them ac- 
countable for protecting 
the rights of accusers who 
can otherwise sue, said 
Maha Ibrahim, a staff attor- 
ney with Equal Rights Advo- 
cates, a nonprofit that rep- 
resents survivors. 

"What if it wasn't theree 
Then what?" she said. "You 
know, college campuses 
are just a free for all, a very 
dangerous place for wom- 
en and for queer folks. And 
then whate"L) 
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Feds taking first steps toward revising race, ethnic terms 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

The federal government 
is taking preliminary steps 
toward revising racial and 
ethnic classifications that 
have not been changed 
in a quarter century follow- 
ing calls for more accurate 
categories for how people 
identify themselves in fed- 
eral data gathering.The re- 
visions Could open the door 
to changes long desired by 
advocates on census and 
survey forms. Among them 
are a new category for 
people of Middle Eastern 
and North African descent 
who currently are classi- 
fied as white and efforts to 
make categories less con- 
fusing for Hispanic partici- 
pants. 

The chief statistician of 
the U.S. said in a blog post 
Wednesday that her office 
was initiating a formal re- 
view of the race and eth- 
nicity classifications main- 
tained by the Office of 
Management and Budget 
which were first outlined in 
1977 and have not been 
revised since 1997. 

The purpose of any chang- 
es to the standards will be 
to better reflect the diver- 
sity of the U.S., said Karin 
Orvis, the chief statistician, 


Workers at ACCESS, the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services, help with 


meals for the Arab community in Dearborn, Mich., on May 1, 2020. 


who was named to the po- 
sition by the Biden adminis- 
tration earlier this year. 

The review will wrap up by 
summer 2024 after getting 
input from government 
experts across agencies 
and public feedback, ac- 
cording to the chief stat- 
istician. That date would 
be months before a presi- 
dential election that could 
lead to a stop to any revi- 
sions if there's a change in 


administrations. |Momen- 
tum for changing the clas- 
sifications grew in the years 
leading up to the 2020 cen- 
sus, but it was halted after 
then-President Donald 
Trump took office in 2017. 

"| understand the impor- 
tance of moving quickly 
and with purpose," Orvis 
said. "It is also important 
that we get this right." 
Besides helping to provide 
a portrait of the demo- 
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graphic makeup of the U.S., 
the categories are used to 
enforce civil rights, voting 
rights and employment 
discrimination laws. Un- 
der current classifications, 
race and Hispanic origin 
are separate categories on 
census forms and surveys. 

Some advocates have 
been pushing for combin- 
ing the race and Hispanic 
origin questions, saying the 
way race is categorized 


often confuses Hispanic re- 
spondents who are not sure 
how to answer. Tests by the 
Census Bureau in the 2010 
census showed that com- 
bining the questions yield- 
ed higher response rates. 
The need to change the 
current standards can be 
seen in 2020 census results 
in which the "some other 
race" category surpassed 
African Americans as the 
nation's second-largest ra- 
cial group. The "some other 
race" category was made 
up overwhelmingly of Lati- 
nos, said Arturo Vargas, ex- 
ecutive director of NALEO 
Educational Fund. 

"Right now, the Census Bu- 
reau knows the way it col- 
lects data is fundamen- 
tally flawed. It's confusing 
and distorts the true nature 
of our nation's diversity," 
Vargas said. "For the La- 
tino population, the current 
construct is flawed when 
it comes to Latinos being 
able to identify themselves 
as Latino and by the race 
category." Advocates also 
have been pushing for a 
category of Middle East- 
er and North African, also 
known as MENA, for the 
once-a-decade census 
and other federal demo- 
graphic surveys. L) 


VP Harris launches task force on online harassment, abuse 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
and administration officials 
on Thursday launched a 
task force dedicated to 
fighting online harassment 
and abuse, which they 
warned can be a precursor 
to real-life violence. 

"The internet is an essential 
part of life in the 21st cen- 
tury," Harris said, but for 
many — particularly wom- 
en, people of color, and 
people who are not het- 
erosexual — "the internet is 
a place of fear." 

The task force will address 
several issues, including 
prevention of online abuse 
and services for people 
who are targeted. It is 
scheduled to issue recom- 
mendations for the federal 
government and_ private 
companies in 180 days. 

"All of us have a responsibil- 
ity to stand together to sup- 


port those who have gone 
through this, and also rec- 
ognize they shouldn't have 
to be alone fighting on this 
issue," Harris said. 

Although the problem is not 
new, it has taken on new 
urgency following mass 
shootings in Texas and New 
York that were predated 
by misogynist and racist 
commentary on social me- 
dia and message boards. 
Harris was introduced by 
Sloane Stephens, a Black 
professional tennis player 
who has faced a torrent of 
racist abuse. 

"I'm a daughter, a sister, a 
wife. And | am more than 
an athlete, more than a 
label," Stephens said. "Yet 
all of that is disregarded 
when people online seek 
to harass me and harm me. 
No matter whether | win 
or lose, someone online is 
mad, and they will make it 


known." 

After matches, Stephens 
said, she is worried to pick 
up her phone because "| 
know what will be waiting 
for me when | unlock if." 
The National Security 
Council is working with the 
White House Gender Policy 
Council on the initiative, 
and Attorney General Mer- 
rick Garland and Surgeon 
General Vivek Murthy par- 
ticipated in Thursday's an- 
nouncement. 

Garland said the Justice 
Department had dedicat- 
ed additional resources to 
issues like online stalking. 
"We are committed to 
relentlessly investigating 
these crimes, bringing to 
justice those who perpe- 
trate them, and providing 
support for the survivors," 
he said. 

Murthy said people often 
turn to the internet when 


Vice President Kamala Harrisspeaks during a meeting about 
abortion rights and Roe v. Wade, Tuesday, June 14, 2022, from 
her ceremonial office at the Eisenhower Executive Office Build- 
ing on the White House complex in Washington. 
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they are lonely or looking 
to make connections, "yet 
all too often what they find 
instead is harassment and 
abuse." 

"It can no longer be ac- 
ceptable for a_ technol- 
ogy company to put out 


a product and walk away 
from the responsibility for 
how it impacts users and 
communities," he said. "It 
can no longer be OK for 
social media platforms 
to be fertile grounds for 
hatred."U) 
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Production at bedeviled baby formula factory halted by storm 


By TOM MURPHY and LAU- 
RA UNGAR 

Associated Press 

Severe weather has forced 
Abbott Nutrition to pause 
production at a Michigan 
baby formula factory that 
had just restarted after 
being closed for several 
months, contributing to a 
national shortage. 
Production for Abbott's 
EleCare specialty formula 
has been suspended, but 
there is enough supply to 
meet demand until pro- 
duction is restarted, the 
company said. Abbott had 
prioritized ramping up pro- 
duction of the specialty for- 
mula for infants with severe 
food allergies and digestive 
problems who have few 
other options for nutrition. 
Abbott says it needs to as- 
sess damage and re-sani- 
tize the factory after severe 
thunderstorms and heavy 
rains swept through south- 
western Michigan — late 
Monday. Spokesman Jona- 
thon Hamilton said flood- 
ing hit a few areas of the 
factory, but he declined to 
provide more specific de- 
tails about damage. 

The storm also brought high 
winds, hail and power fail- 
ures to Sturgis, Michigan, 
where the factory is locat- 


An Abbott Laboratories manufacturing plant is shown in Sturgis, Mich., on Sept. 23, 2010. 


ed. The company expects 
production and distribu- 
tion to be delayed for a 
few weeks as it cleans the 
plant. 

Once it restarts, the factory 
will begin with the produc- 
tion of EleCare and other 
specialty formulas. Abbott 
says it also plans to restart 
production of its Similac for- 
mula as soon as possible. 
Abbott had initially restart- 
ed the factory on June 4 
after it had been closed 


since February due to con- 
tamination. 

Abbott recalled several 
leading brands of formula 
then, including Similac. 
That squeezed supplies that 
had already been strained 
by supply chain disruptions 
and stockpiling during CO- 
VID-19 shutdowns. 

The ongoing formula short- 
age has been most dire for 
children with allergies, di- 
gestive problems and met- 
abolic disorders who rely 
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on specialty formulas. 
President Joe Biden's ad- 
ministration has — since 
eased import rules for for- 
eign manufacturers,  air- 
lifted formula from Europe 
and invoked federal emer- 
gency rules to prioritize U.S. 
production. 

FDA Commissioner — Dr. 
Robert Califf told a Sen- 
ate committee on Thurs- 
day that government work 
done to increase the sup- 
ply means that there will be 


more than enough product 
to meet current demand. 
He also noted that other 
U.S. baby formula manu- 
facturers are running their 
plants around the clock. 
Califf said they hoped to 
have a "super supply" of 
formula to get shelves fully 
restocked in perhaps two 
weeks. 

"But it's too early to give an 
exact estimate of what the 
delay will be in the Sturgis 
plant," Califf said at a hear- 
ing of the U.S. Senate Com- 
mittee on Health, Educa- 
tion, Labor & Pensions. 
Califf called the flood at 
the plant "an unfortunate 
setback and a reminder 
that natural weather events 
can cause unforeseen dis- 
ruptions in supply chains." 
Abbott is one of just four 
companies that produce 
about 90% of U.S. formu- 
la. Hamilton said Abbott 
has produced 8.7 million 
pounds of formula in June, 
or 95% of what it produced 
the month before the re- 
call. 

The Michigan factory was 
closed after the Food and 
Drug Administration began 
investigating four bacterial 
infections among_ infants 
who consumed powdered 
formula from the plant.) 


New Mexico reaches $32M settlement over 2015 mine spill 


In this Aug. 14, 2015, photo, water flows through a series of sedi- 
ment retention ponds built to reduce heavy metal and chemical 
contaminants from the Gold King Mine outside Silverton, Colo. 
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By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY- 
AN 

Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 
New Mexico and the U.S. 
government have reached 
a $32 million settlement 
over a 2015 mine spill that 


polluted rivers in three west- 
ern states. 

Similar environmental ac- 
cidents will be intolerable 
in the future as the region 
grapples with shrinking wa- 
ter supplies amid drought 
and climate change, the 


governor said Thursday. 
"Every drop is precious," 
Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham said during a news 
conference. "If we don't 
have that water, we aren't 
growing our own food." 
The spill released 3 million 
gallons (11 million liters) of 
wastewater from the in- 
active Gold King Mine in 
southwestern Colorado, 
sending a_ bright-yellow 
plume of arsenic, lead and 
other heavy metals south 
to New Mexico, through 
the Navajo Nation and into 
Utah through the San Juan 
and Animas rivers. 

Water utilities were forced 
to scramble and shut down 
intake valves while farmers 
stopped drawing from the 
rivers as the contaminants 
moved downstream. 

The New Mexico settle- 
ment marks just the lat- 
est reached over the past 


year. Colorado and the 
Navajo Nation also have 
inked multimillion-dollar 
agreements to settle claims 
and sort out responsibility 
for continued cleanup at 
the Superfund site that was 
established following the 


spill. 

Under the New Mexico 
agreement, the federal 
government will make cash 
payments for response 
costs, environmental res- 


toration and efforts to miti- 
gate the negative percep- 
tions about the area's rivers 
following the spill. Money 
also will go toward wa- 
ter quality monitoring and 
cleanup activities. 

Lujan Grisham called the 
settlement a turning point 
for communities in the re- 
gion. 

"While the San Juan and 
Animas rivers have healed 
from the spill, it's time for 


communities like Farming- 
ton, Bloomfield, and Aztec 
to do the same," she said 
in a statement, saying the 
money is deserved in light 
of the federal government's 
role in the disaster. 

The state also received $11 
million in damages from 
the mining companies, and 
the case against the fed- 
eral contractors involved is 
pending. 

On Aug. 5, 2015, Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
contractors attempting 
cleanup work caused the 
release of the toxic waste- 
water. The plume eventu- 
ally reached Lake Powell in 
Utah. 

Although the rivers are now 
safe for irrigation and other 
uses, state and local offi- 
cials have said the stigma 
associated with the event 
has had lasting effects on 
the region's economy.) 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) —A Dutch intelligence 
agency said Thursday that 
it foiled a sophisticated at- 
tempt by a Russian spy us- 
ing a false Brazilian iden- 
tity to work as an intern at 
the International Criminal 
Court, which is investigat- 
ing allegations of Russian 
war crimes in Ukraine. 

The General Intelligence 
and Security Service of 
the Netherlands said the 
36-year-old man, identified 
as Sergey Vladimirovich 
Cherkasov, worked for Rus- 
sia’s shadowy GRU agency 
and tried to gain access to 
the global court based in 
The Hague under the cover 
name of Viktor Muller Fer- 
reira. 

“If the intelligence officer 
had succeeded in gaining 
access as an intern to the 
ICC, he would have been 
able to gather intelligence 
there and to look for (or re- 
cruit) sources, and arrange 
to have access to the ICC's 
digital systems,” the Dutch 
agency said. “That way he 
would have been able to 
provide a significant con- 
tribution to the intelligence 
that the GRU is seeking. He 
might also have been able 
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Dutch agency prevented Russian spy from working at ICC 
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The exterior view of the International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Wednesday, 


March 31, 2021. 


to influence criminal pro- 
ceedings of the ICC.” 

The agency said it uncov- 
ered his identity and _in- 
formed the Netherlands’ 
immigration service in April 
that he was considered a 
national security threat. 
“On these grounds, the in- 
telligence officer was re- 
fused entry into the Nether- 
lands in April and declared 
unacceptable. He was 
sent back to Brazil on the 


first flight out,” the agen- 
cy, known by its acronym 
AIVD, said. It did not reveal 
how it unmasked the spy. 

In March, ICC Prosecutor 
Karim Khan opened an 
investigation in Ukraine, 
where Russian forces have 
been accused of war 
crimes. The court also is in- 
vestigating alleged crimes 
committed during the 2008 
Russo-Georgian War and 
has issued arrest warrants 
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for three men who served 
in the Russian-backed self- 
declared republic of South 
Ossetia. 

Court spokeswoman Sonia 
Robla said the ICC “was 
briefed by the Dutch avu- 
thorities and is very thankful 
to the Netherlands for this 
important operation and 
more generally, for expos- 
ing security threats.” 

She said as the court’s host 
state, “the role of the Dutch 


authorities is key in the pro- 
tection of the ICC head- 
quarters. The ICC takes 
these threats very seriously 
and will continue to work 
and cooperate with the 
Netherlands.” 

In a statement about the 
foiled bid to infiltrate the 
ICC, the Dutch intelligence 
agency said Cherkasov 
used “a_ well-constructed 
cover identity by which he 
concealed all his ties with 
Russia in general, and the 
GRU in particular.” 

It said he was an “illegal” 
agent “who received long 
and extensive _ training.” 
The Dutch agency even 
released a redacted docu- 
ment, dated around 2010, 
in which he lays out his fab- 
ricated backstory. 
“Because of their alias 
identity, illegals are difficult 
to discover,” the AIVD said. 
“For that reason they often 
remain undetected, allow- 
ing them to carry out intel- 
ligence activities. Because 
they present themselves 
as foreigners, they have 
access to information that 
would be inaccessible to a 
Russian national.” 

It is not the first time Russian 
spies have attempted to 
infiltrate an international or- 
ganization in The Hague.) 


U.N. envoy’s farewell: My heart breaks for Afghan girls, women 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 

Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — The 
U.N. representative in Af- 
ghanistan lamented in her 
farewell statement Thurs- 
day the harsh edicts that 
the Taliban have imposed 
on girls and women since 
they seized power in the 
country, denying them the 
right to education and 
work and forcing millions to 
stay at home. 

Deborah Lyons, who _ is 
leaving her post as the U.N. 
chief’s special representa- 
tive, said that the Afghani- 
stan today is a very differ- 
ent country from the one 
she encountered two years 
ago. Her comments came 
in a statement that was re- 
leased to the media; her 
successor has not yet been 
named. 

“| could not have imag- 
ined, when | accepted this 


job, the Afghanistan that | 
am now leaving,” she said. 
“My heart breaks in particu- 
lar for the millions of Afghan 
girls who are denied their 
right to education, and 
the many Afghan women 
full of talent who are being 
told to stay at home.” 

The Taliban overran the 
Afghan capital of Kabul in 
mid-August as the United 
States and NATO were in 
the final weeks of their with- 
drawal from the country. 
Afghanistan's new rulers 
quickly started enforcing a 
sharply tougher line, hark- 
ing back to similar radical 
measures when the Taliban 
last ruled the country, from 
1996 to 2001. 

They issued edicts requiring 
women to cover their faces 
except for their eyes in pub- 
lic, including women pre- 
senters on TV, and banned 
girls from attending school 


past the sixth grade. 

At the same time, Afghani- 
stan has seen. persistent 
bombings and other at- 
tacks on civilians, often 
targeting the mainly Shiite 
Muslim ethnic Hazara mi- 
nority. 

Most of the attacks have 
been claimed by the Islam- 
ic State group's affiliate in 
the country, a bitter rival of 
the Taliban. 

“It is an irony that now that 
there is soace for everyone 
to help rebuild the coun- 
try half of the population 
is confined and prevented 
from doing so,” said Lyons, 
who was appointed head 
of U.N. mission to Afghani- 
stan in March 2020. 

“It is that much more pain- 
fulas a woman to leave my 
Afghan sisters in the condi- 
tion they are in,” she said 
and added that she is con- 
vinced that a “system that 


Finland’s Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto, right, and Special 
Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations 
for Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons, left, wear protective masks prior 
to the plenary session of the 2020 Afghanistan Conference at the 
United Nations in Geneva, Swiizerland, Tuesday, Nov. 24, 2020. 
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excludes women, minori- 
ties, and talented people 
will not endure.” 

She pledged, however, 
that the United Nations 


would not abandon the Af- 
ghan people. 

Lyons assumed her post as 
the coronavirus pandemic 
gripped the world.) 
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Public workers strike in Tunisia, signaling national crisis 


Associated Press 

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — A na- 
tionwide public sector strike 
in Tunisia is poised to para- 
lyze land and air transpor- 
tation and other vital activi- 
ties Thursday with the North 
African nation already in 
the midst of a deteriorating 
economic crisis. 

Tunisia’s powerful Gen- 
eral Labour Union (UGTT) 
announced the walkout, 
which is expected to in- 
clude 159 state enterprises, 
on the basis of pressing 
social and economic de- 
mands. The union is de- 
manding wage increases 
and protesting the govern- 
ment’s planned economic 
reforms. 

The purchasing power of 
Tunisian citizens has eroded 
since the beginning of the 
year amid rising prices, high 
unemployment and wide- 
spread poverty. The war in 
Ukraine has exacerbated 
the financial squeeze. 
President Kais Saied’s gov- 
ernment unveiled plans 
last week to cut its massive 
public wage bill and said it 
would progressively reduce 
energy and food subsidies 
starting next year. The gov- 
ernment said it would re- 
place subsidies with cash 
handouts for low-income 
families. 

In July 2021, Saied abruptly 
dismissed the government 
and took on sweeping 


ft 


General Secretary of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT) Noureddine Taboubi gives a speech 
during a rally in front of its headquarters in Tunis, Tunisia, Thursday, June 16, 2022. 


powers. While his critics ac- 
cuse him of staging a coup, 
Saied said he had acted 
in response to widespread 
economic and social dis- 
content. 

Many are concerned Thurs- 
day's strike could seriously 
impact an already fragile 
economy and fuel an al- 
ready tense political situa- 
tion. An increasingly isolat- 
ed Saied has run the coun- 
try alone for 10 months, 
ruling by decree, while key 
Western allies have raised 
concerns of democratic 


backsliding. 

A meeting between the 
government and the UGTT 
was held Tuesday but failed 
to yield an agreement. 
Hundreds of trade union 
members and public sector 
workers gathered in front 
of the UGTT headquarters 
in downtown Tunis to mark 
the walkout. Many spoke 
of their deep concern over 
the higher cost of living 
and the government’s per- 
ceived inability to solve the 
crisis. 

“We, as citizens, as public 
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sector employees, are bur- 
dened with a great part of 
the charges of state debt” 
union member Boubaker 
Ben Ali said. 

Naza Zuhein, another trade 
unionist, told The Associat- 
ed Press she attended the 
demonstration to express 
her frustration that life in Tu- 
nisia has “become impos- 
sible.” 

“Our wages are low and 
the prices are getting high- 
er ... and meanwhile, this 
man (Kais Saied) is very 
stubborn. He is making de- 


cisions alone without con- 
sulting us,” Zuhein said. 

At a weekend UGTT meet- 
ing ahead of Thursday’s 
strike, Nundreds of union 
members filled the Palace 
of Congress in Tunis , wav- 
ing national flags and sing- 
ing popular songs. The au- 
dience cheered as union 
president Noureddine 
Tabboubi took the stage, 
promising to oppose the 
government's —§ economic 
reforms. 

Tabboubi told the AP af- 
ter the meeting that Thurs- 
day's strike was a neces- 
sary response to Tunisia’s 
high inflation rate— which 
according to the Institute 
of Statistics, reached 7.8% 
in May and to high living 
costs that intensified with 
the Central Banks’ recent 
decision to increase inter- 
est rates. 

The union chief said the 
strike had the potential to 
set off a “social explosion” 
that was “normal and inevi- 
table.” Speaking Saturday, 
he said the walkout was 
not a political action but 
“based solely on the social 
demands of the working 
classes.” 

A key issue for Saied’s gov- 
ermment is the country’s 
urgent need to secure a 
new loan from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Tunisia’s fourth loan in a 
decade.) 


France: Nearly 40 jihadis killed in 


This 
communication center and taken Tuesday Dec. 17, 2019, shows 
French soldiers loading a French Reaper drone with two GBU 12 
missiles on Niamey airbase, Niger. 


photo provided by 


By DALATOU MAMANE 
Associated Press 

NIAMEY, Niger (AP) — 
French drone strikes killed 


the French Defense Ministry 
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nearly 40 Islamic extremists 
earlier this week who were 
traveling on motorcycles 
near Niger's border with 


Burkina Faso, France’s mili- 
tary announced Thursday. 

IN a statement, the French 
military called the strikes 
a “new tactical success” 
for France’s counterterror- 
ism efforts in Africa’s Sahel 
region, named Operation 
Barkhane. 

“Intelligence obtained 
from Nigerien units in con- 
tact with the column con- 
firmed that the motorcy- 
cles belonged to an armed 
terrorist group moving be- 
tween Burkina Faso and Ni- 
ger,” Barkhane said in the 
statement. 

“In close coordination with 
Niger's Armed Forces, the 
Barkhane force conducted 
several strikes against the 
column. Nearly 40 terrorists 
were neutralized.” 


drone strikes in Niger 


Niger’s government also is- 
sued a statement, saying 
the jihadis were killed after 
an attack earlier this week 
killed eight security forces 
in southwestern Niger. 

The drone strikes in Niger 
come as France reorga- 
nizes its military efforts in the 
broader Sahel region, the 
vast area south of the Saha- 
ra Desert where it was once 
a colonial power and still 
maintains strong economic 
ties. Niger has become a 
more reliable ally after mili- 
tary coups overthrew the 
democratically elected 
presidents of neighboring 
Mali and Burkina Faso over 
the last two years. 

Earlier this year, France an- 
nounced it was withdraw- 
ing all its forces from Mali 


nine years after the French 
military led an effort that 
ousted Islamic extremists 
from Timbuktu and other 
centers in northern Mali. The 
decision to withdraw from 
Mali came amid increasing 
hostility toward the French 
armed presence and ten- 
sions with the country’s 
leader, who led two coups 
nine months apart to con- 
solidate his power. 

France has said that it 
planned to reposition its 
forces from Mali to other 
countries in the Sahel re- 
gion including Niger. Ex- 
tremist violence is growing 
in the Sahel, including in 
Niger’s southwest neigh- 
bor, Burkina Faso, which 
is battling growing jihadi 
attacks.) 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— With a possible plebi- 
scite on statehood or inde- 
pendence for Puerto Rico 
looming, one of the island's 
two main parties said Thurs- 
day it will ask its members 
to reconsider or reaffirm 
its own stance on the U.S. 
territory's political future by 
holding an island wide vote 
on the issue. 

The announcement by 
José Luis Dalmau, president 
of the Popular Democratic 
Party, follows a proposal 
last month by a group of 
U.S. legislators to hold a 
binding plebiscite giving 
Puerto Ricans three op- 
tions: Become America's 
Sist state, become _ fully 
independent or opt for in- 
dependence with free as- 
sociation — possibly main- 
taining U.S. citizenship and 
other ties with the U.S.. That 
vote would not include 
the possibility of maintain- 
ing the current common- 
wealth status. 

That choice would appear 
to threaten the future of 
Dalmau's party, founded 
in the 1930s, which is de- 
fined by its support for the 
current status, under which 
Puerto Ricans have U.S. citi- 
zenship but the island has 
quasi-autonomy from the 
United States. 


Its main rival, the current 
governor's New Progressive 
Party, advocates for state- 
hood. 

Possible statehood will not 
be an option in the PDP's 
Aug. 14 vote. Dalmau said 
the current status and a 
free association option that 
he did not define would be 
offered. Party spokesman 
Angel Rau! Matos told The 


WORLD NEWS AT JUNE 2022 
Puerto Rico party to hold vote on its political future 


The Puerto Rican flag flies in front of Puerto Rico's Capitol as in San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 29, 2015. 


Associated Press that it's 
too early to say whether 
that would be based on 
the free association op- 
tion that U.S. lawmakers 
proposed as one of three 
choices. 

Within the Popular Demo- 
cratic Party, opinions vary 
as to what sort of cCommon- 
wealth best suits Puerto 
Rico. Some argue for closer 


=. 
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ties to the U.S. while others 
seek more independence 
in some areas. 

"For decades, this issue 
has divided us," Dalmau 
said. "Since two. parallel 
strategies and two distinct 
popular parties cannot ex- 
ist, it's up to the thousands 
of (party supporters) to re- 
solve the controversy and 
make the final decision." 


The Popular Democratic 
Party has roughly 400,000 
supporters on the island of 
2.3 million people and it got 
about 32% of the guberna- 
torial vote in the 2020 elec- 
tion — just behind the New 
Progressive Party's 33%. 
Support for both parties 
has been eroding due to 
frustration over corruption 
scandals, economic prob- 
lems and mismanagement. 
Dalmau, who is also the 
president of Puerto Rico's 
Senate, said he would 
continue to support the is- 
land's current political sta- 
tus, which he said was "the 
masterpiece of the move- 
ment's founder." 

Political analyst Mario Ne- 
grén Portillo said Dalmau 
is likely taking the risk of 
holding a historic vote be- 
cause he wants to put an 
end to the intensifying de- 
bate within the party and 
believes the large majority 
of its supporters will uphold 
the status quo. 

"This is a gamble," he said. 
Matos said that on the day 
of the vote, party officials in 
each of the island's 78 mu- 
nicipalities would recog- 
nize supporters and allow 
them to vote. If not, rec- 
ognized, voters would be 
asked to fill ouf a member- 
ship statement.) 


Bitcoin-boosting Salvadoran leader may have second thoughts 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — El Salvador's Bitcoin- 
boosting president may be 
having second thoughts 
about the crypto-currency, 
whose value has tanked in 
recent weeks. 

According to the tracking 
site nayibtracker.com, El 
Salvador under President 
Nayib Bukele's administra- 
tion has bought a total of 
about $105 million in Bit- 
coin, starting last Septem- 
ber and paying an aver- 
age of almost $46,000 per 
coin. 

The value of that invest- 
ment is now calculated to 
have fallen by over 50%, or 
around $51 million. 

So when a Bitcoin publi- 
cation crowed that El Sal- 
vador has lost "only" $40 
million on its investment in 
the currency also known as 
"BIC," Bukele tweeted with 


apparent incredulity Tues- 
day: "You're telling me we 
should buy more #BTC2" 
Bukele became the first 
leader in the world to make 
the crypto-currency legal 
tender last year and was a 
devoted booster at least up 
to May, when he crowed 
about "buying the dip" in 
the crypto currency's price. 
But the coin has slid further 
since then. 

Finance Minister Alejandro 
Zelaya sought Wednesday 
in an interview with a local 
television station to put a 
good face on the situation, 
saying that because El Sal- 
vador hasn't sold any of its 
Bitcoins, it hasn't really suf- 
fered any loss. 

"When they tell me that El 
Salvador's budgetary risk 
has increased because of 
the supposed loss, that loss 
doesn't exist," Zelaya said. 


"That must be made clear, 
because we have not sold." 
However, most companies 
and governments do write 
down the value of what 
accountants call an "un- 
realized loss," even if they 
don't sell the distressed as- 
set. Zelaya also insisted the 
Bitcoin slide doesn't matter 
very much for El Salvador, 


saying that "this doesn't 
even represent 0.5% of our 
budget." 


That might prove a hard sell 
in a@ country where about 
one-fifth of the people live 
on less than $5.50 per day. 
In January, El Salvador re- 
jected a recommendation 
by the International Mon- 
etary Fund to drop Bitcoin 
as legal tender. 

Zelaya said at the time that 
"no international organiza- 
tion is going to make us do 
anything, anything aft alll,” 


A bitcoin symbol is presented on an LED screen during the clos- 
ing ceremony of a congress for cryptocurrency investors in San- 
ta Maria Mizata, El Salvador, Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021. 
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calling it an issue of "sover- 
eignty." 

The IMF recommended 
that El Salvador dissolve 
the $150 million trust fund it 
created when it made the 
cryptocurrency legal ten- 


der and return any of those 
unused funds to its treasury. 
The IMF cited concerns 
about the volatility of Bit- 
coin prices, and the possi- 
bility of criminals using the 
cryptocurrency.l) 


Harbour House Aruba officially open! 
80% sold, construction in final phase: 
Harbour House Aruba is ready for you! 


ORANJESTAD — 2021 was the official Grand Opening = ae Se 
of Harbour House Aruba. The residence consisting of 94 , i , os ee 


units is located in the former Mar Azul building, right in io, : 1 = - ae oe om 


the heart of Oranjestad. The two brothers Irwin J. Perret- 
Gentil and Alberto Perret-Gentil from PERING, one of 
the largest, privately-owned Real Estate and construc- 
tion firms in Venezuela and Aruba, officially opened 
their new jewel in the presence of the invitees. 


Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart investment 
or personal living space. A state-of-the-art lobby, an 
ocean-view gym, bar service, rooftop with 360 degrees 
view of Oranjestad, on-site parking, 24-hours security 
and a top floor lounge area with Jacuzzi’s. Cherry on 


Li 


the cake: an infinity pool with a panorama on the har- open units. Updates on Hottest condo in town 
bour. construction are also Aruba Today talked to one of the owners from New 
on forehand. When you York: “This is going to be the hottest condo building on 
Harbour House Aruba offers cosmopolitan living in a live abroad stopping by the island because this is the very first thing people see 
beach-chic environment. The residence is fast-selling to check upon your pur- when they arrive here by cruise ship and it is the only 
their studios, two-bedroom and three-bedroom units chase is not that simple, one combining the ocean, port and city. We feel so 
for many reasons but in a nutshell we can name: great yet with the monthly up- happy to be the owner here, also, the organization is 
location, great value for your money and great qual- dates on their website, it amazing. We are being accommodated in every way, 
ity. To see exactly what still is available you may check is a lot easier. the attention you get is extraordinary.” 


the website which shows you a map with sold and 


Boardwalk 

Living here includes being part of Oranjestad and alll its 
benefits. Around the Harbour House building a board- 
walk is constructed allowing you to stroll along the wa- 
terfront and enjoy a drink on a terrace or dive into the 
art gallery, souvenir store or even have dinner facing 
the atmospheric harbour of Oranjestad. 


HARBOUR HOUSE 


my A TU ba The process of purchase is easy, whether you are 


abroad oron the island. Make an appointment through 
the website to visit the sales office when you are here. 
In that way you can actually see the unit, materials 
and amenities. If you are not on the island the website 
can help you out and the sales office is happy to send 
you all needed documentation for you to orientate. 
When agreed upon the unit you sign an agreement 
and move forward with the down payment which is 
$ 50.000. At receipt of that amount the sales is closed 
and the price will not change. You know what you get 
and will not be surprised by price changes. The pay- 
ment agreements after the deposit will be discussed 
and are flexible. Harbour House Aruba assist also in fi- 
nancing by banks. 


With the Most Spectacular View 


Visit us and check it out for yourself 


Uti YIISS A/U 
For more — information: 


(+297) 594 6395 | Se eee 


Weststraat 2 | O’Stad, Aruba | sales@harbourhousearuba.com 
WWW.HARBOURHOUSEARUBA.COM 


HARBSU R HOUSE 
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We're giving away TH E SHOPS 
$50 Free Slot Play AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


to lucky slot and table Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


l Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 
Game pipers SVE Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 


30 minutes from Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
7pm to Midnight! The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 


Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Albambra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com g3 


CASINO AND SHOPS Play Responsibly. Visit www.gamblersanonymous.org if you or someone you know has a gambling problem. 


Honoring of loyal visitors at Divi Aruba Phoenix 


The honoree is Mrs. Sally Parker who has been honored 
as a Distinguished Visitor at her home away from home. 


This symbolic honorary title is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba between the 10-20-35 and more 
consecutive years. 


Mrs. Parker loves visiting the Island for its beaches, beauti- 
ful water, weather, always perfect facilities, amazing res- 
taurants and people of Aruba who are always friendly, 
helpful and fun. 


Mr. Arends together with the representatives of Divi Aru- 
ba Phoenix Hotel presented the certificates to the honor- 
ees, handed over some presents and also thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-home.L) 
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EAGLE BEACH - Recenily, Aruba Tourism Authority representative Mr. Mario Arends had 
the great pleasure in honoring many loyal Aruba visitors with their distinctive certificates. 
These certificates are a way to say “Masha Danki” for continuously choosing Aruba as a 
favorite vacation destination. The titles are as following: 10+ years “Distinguished Visitor”, 
20+ years “Goodwill Ambassador” and 36+ years “Emerald Ambassador”. 
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Consumer Price Index base period June 2019 - April 2022 


The Central Bureau of Sta- 
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the CPI over the last twelve 
(12) months (April 2021 to 
April 2022) is 

4.7, an increase of 5.1 per- 
centage points (ppts) com- 
pared to the percentage 
change for the same 
period of last year (-0.4%). 


The period average per- 
centage change of the 
CPI for the period April 
2021 - April 2022 is 2.6%, an 
increase of 4.9 ppts com- 
pared to the period aver- 
age percentage change 
over the period April 2020 
- April 2021 (-2.3%). 


During this month, four (4) 
of the twelve (12) sectors 
registered increases in pric- 
es. The increases that had 
the greatest influence on 
the CPI were registered for 
the “Transport” (7.5%) and 
“Food and non-alcoholic 
beverages” (1.5%) sectors, 
which contributed with an 
effect of 1.04 and 0.17 ppts, 
respectively. The increases 
in the remaining sectors 
had an effect of 0.03 ppts 
on the CPI of April 2022. 


Aforementioned increases 
were partially offset mainly 
by decreasesin the indices- 
for the “Clothing and foot- 
wear” (-9.0%) and “House- 


IS MORE 
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of -0.25 and -0.16 ppts, re- 
spectively. The decreases 
in the remaining sectors 
had an effect of -0.15 ppts 
on the CPI of April 2022. 
The increase in the “Trans- 
port” sector was mainly due 
to an increase in the cat- 
egory “Operation of per- 
sonal transport equipment” 
(7.7%), which contributed 
to an effect of 0.68. The in- 
crease in the “Food and 
non-alcoholic beverages” 
sector was mainly due to 
an increase in the category 
“Food” (1.7%), which con- 
tributed to an effect of 0.16 
ppts. 


The decrease in the “Cloth- 
ing and footwear’ sec- 
tor was mainly due to a 
decrease in the category 
“Clothing” (-9.0%), which 
contributed to an effect of 
-0.19 ppts. The decrease in 
the “Household operation” 
sector was mainly due to a 
decrease in the category 
“Household appliances” 
(-8.0%), which contributed 
to an effect of -0.21 ppts. 


Consumption basket 

The consumption basket 
of the CPI consists of 408 
goods and services. Com- 
pared to March 2022, 
44.6% of these products 
had an increase in price, 


a decrease, contributing to 
an effect of -1.17 ppts and 
the remaining 15.0% had no 
change in price. The prices 
of goods increased by 0.8% 
and caused an influence 
of 0.49 ppts. The prices 
of services showed an in- 
crease of 0.5% and had an 
influence of 0.19 ppts on 
the CPI of April 2022. 


Core inflation 

The CPIC (core inflation) 
- CPI excluding the effect 
of energy and food - was 
1.2% in April 2022. The en- 
ergy index - which consists 
of the products: electricity, 
water, gasoline and diesel 
—- was 8.8%. The food in- 
dex showed an increase of 
3.0%. 


Subsistence level 

The subsistence level for 
a household consisting of 
two (2) adults and two (2) 
children (aged 0-14 years) 
in April 2022 is Afl. 5,003, an 
increase of Afl. 253 com- 
pared to April 2021 (Afi. 
4,750). The subsistence 
level for a single adult 
household is Afl. 2,382, an 
increase of Afl. 120 com- 
pared to April 2021 (Afi. 
2,262). 


Change in prices of crude 
oil, utilities, gasoline and 


Table 5 Prices of crude oil, utilities, gasoline and diesel, 2021 - 2022 


tricity and water), gasoline 
and diesel are for the great- 
er part determined by inter- 
national crude oil prices. 
In April 2022 the average 
price per barrel of crude 
oil (US$ 102.29) had a de- 
crease of US$ 6.29 (-5.8%) 
compared to March 2022 
(US$ 108.58). 


The prices of electricity 
and water did not change 
compared to March 2022. 
Subsequently, the  aver- 
age electricity price per 
household remained at 
Afl. 240.09, while the av- 
erage price of water per 
household remained at Afi. 
137.05. 


In April 2022 the price of 
gasoline registered an in- 
crease of Afl. 30.00 cents 
(11.5%) and had an effect 
of 0.61 ppts on the CPI. The 
price of diesel registered 
an increase of Afl. 45.70 
cents (20.0%) and had an 
effect of 0.07 ppts on the 
CPI of April 2022. 


In April 2022, utilities, gaso- 
line and diesel as a group 
showed an _ increase in 


price of 4.1% compared to 
March 2022, and had anin- 
fluence of 0.68 ppts on the 
CPI, while the remaining 
404 goods and services, as 
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Source: Centrat Burequ of Statistics Aruba 


31.99 


240.09 152.40) 83.06 32.09 
24009 137.05 196.30 15860] 92.32 32.09 
24009 137.05 208.72 170.90} 108.58 31.09 
24009 137.05 221.60 175.80) 202.29 33.09 
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ces increased in April 2022. 
The “Bread and cereals” 
index registered the larg- 
est increase (3.9%) in April 
2022. Furthermore, other 
significant increases were 
posted in the _ indicesfor 
“Fish and other seafood” 
(3.7%), “Milk, cheese and 
eggs” (2.7%), “Vegetables” 
(2.5%) and “Sugar, jam, 
honey and other confec- 
tionery” (1.8%). The only 
decreases were registered 
in the indices of “Potatoes 
and other tubers” (-2.8%) 
and “Fruit” (-0.7%). 


Over the last twelve (12) 
months, the “Food & cater- 
ing services” has increased 
by 7.5%. The “Food at 
home” index showed an 
increase of 8.3%, where alll 
of the “Food at home” in- 
dices increased over the 
last year. The “Oils and fats” 
index increased by 21.1%, 
the largest increase among 
the “Food at home” food 
groups. Furthermore, other 
significant increases were 
posted in the indices for 
“Fruit” = (11.8%), “Meat” 
(9.3%), “Bread and cere- 
als” (9.1%) and “Fish and 
other seafood” (8.6%). The 
index for “Food away from 
home” increased by 0.5% 
in April 2022 and has in- 
creased by 5.5% over the 
last twelve (12) months. 


In April 2022, “Food at 
home” and “Food away 
from home” as a group 
showed an_ increase in 
price of 1.2% compared to 
March 2022, and had an 
influence of 0.19 ppts on 
the CPI, while the remain- 
ing goods and services, as 
a group, experienced an 
increase in price of 0.6%, 
causing an effect of 0.49 
ppts on the CPI.L) 


BUSINESS 


Alt 


FRIDAY 17 JUNE 2022 


Revion, beauty icon in crowded market, files for bankruptcy 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Revion, 
a cosmetics maker that 
broke racial barriers and 
dictated beauty trends for 
much of the last century, 
has filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection. 

The company has been a 
mainstay on store shelves 
since its founding 90 years 
ago in New York City as it 
oversaw a stable of house- 
hold names, from Almay to 
Elizabeth Arden. 

Revion failed to keep pace 
with changing tastes, how- 
ever, slow to follow women 
as they traded flashy red 
lipstick for more muted 
tones in the 1990s. 

In addition to losing mar- 
ket share to big rivals like 
Procter & Gamble, new- 
comer cosmetic lines from 
Kylie Jenner and other ce- 
lebrities successfully capi- 
talized on the massive so- 
cial media following of the 
famous faces that fronted 
the products. 

Already weighed down by 
rising debt, Revion's prob- 
lems only intensified with 
the pandemic as lipstick 
gave way fo a new era in 
fashion, this one featuring 
medical-grade masks. 
Sales dropped 21% in 2020, 
the first year of the pan- 
demic, though those sales 
rebounded 9.2% in its most 
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Revlon CEO Debra Perelman, the company's first woman CEO in its 89-year-old history, show 
products during an interview, Wednesday Aug. 18, 2021, in New York. 


recent reporting year with 
vaccines widespread. 
In the latest quarter that 
ended in March, sales rose 
nearly 8%, but still lag pre- 
pandemic levels in excess 
of $2.4 billion a year. 

The global supply chain 
disruptions that are hob- 
bling hundreds of interna- 
tional companies in recent 
months were too much for 
Revion, which barely es- 
caped bankruptcy in late 
2020 by persuading bond- 


holders to extend its matur- 
ing debt. 

There may be more cor- 
porate restructurings in the 
consumer products sector 
ahead with the threat of an 
economic recession and 
the rising costs of borrowing 
money. 

Revion said Thursday that 
upon court approval, it 
expects to receive $575 
million in financing from its 
existing lenders, which will 
allow it to keep its day-to- 


Associated Press 


day operations running. 
"Today's filing will allow 
Revion to offer our con- 
sumers the iconic products 
we have delivered for de- 
cades, while providing a 
clearer path for our future 
growth," said Debra Perel- 
man, who was named Rev- 
lon president and CEO in 
2018. 

Her father, billionaire Ron 
Perelman, backs the com- 
pany through MacAndrews 
& Forbes, which acquired 


the business through a 
hostile takeover in the late 
1980s. Revion went public 
in 1996. 

Perelman said that de- 
mand for its products re- 
main strong, but its "chal- 
lenging capital structure" 
offered limited ability to 
navigate. 

During its heyday in the 
20th century, Revlon trailed 
only Avon in sales. It now 
holds the 22nd spot among 
cosmetics makers, accord- 
ing to a recent ranking by 
fashion trade journal WWD. 
Revion became the first 
beauty company to fea- 
ture a Black model in 1970, 
Naomi Sims. In the 1980s, 
the company energized 
the cosmetics industry 
by putting both famous 
and_ yet-to-be-discovered 
models like Iman, Claudia 
Schiffer, Cindy Crawford 
and Christy Turlington front 
and center, promising to 
make all women "unforget- 
table." 

Perelman, in an interview 
with The Associated Press 
late last year before glob- 
al supply chains locked 
up, said she was optimistic 
about the future. The com- 
pany doubled-down dur- 
ing the pandemic to get 
more online with services 
like one-on-one virtual con- 
sultations through its Eliza- 
beth Arden line, she said.l] 


Court: Amazon customers can sue over lack of toxic warnings 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
The California Supreme 
Court has left intact a ruling 
that allows customers to 
sue Amazon.com for failing 
to warn buyers that some 
products it sells may con- 
tain hazardous substances 
such as mercury. 

The court in its decision 
Wednesday denied a re- 
quest by Amazon's lawyers 
to review a lower court rul- 
ing that said Amazon vio- 
lated the state's Proposition 
65, which requires com- 
panies to warn consumers 
about products they make 
or sell that contain chemi- 
cals known to cause can- 
cer, reproductive harm or 
birth defects. 

The case involved a lawsuit 
filed in Alameda County 
that said the online retail gi- 


ant knowingly allowed skin- 
lightening creams to be 
sold on its website for years 
despite being aware of 
concerns about toxic mer- 
cury levels in such creams. 
Mercury can harm preg- 
nant women and their fe- 
tuses. The suit alleged that 
some of the products pro- 
duced by third parties but 
sold on Amazon contained 
mercury levels that were 
thousands of times the U.S. 
federal legal limit. 

Amazon said in a _ state- 
ment Thursday that safety is 
a top priority and that the 
products in question have 
long since been removed. 
"We require that all prod- 
ucts comply with applica- 
ble laws and regulations, 
and we have proactive 
measures in place to pre- 


vent suspicious or non- 
compliant products from 
being listed and we moni- 
tor the products sold in our 
stores for product safety 
concerns," the statement 
said. 

The Supreme Court's action 
allows the previous court 
ruling to be used as prec- 
edent in state courts. 
However, California has 
such a large market share 
that any actions Ama- 
zon takes to comply with 
Proposition 65 could have 
a much wider impact on 
consumers, said Rachel 
Doughty, a plaintiff's attor- 
ney in the suit. 

"That could look like remov- 
al of products containing 
carcinogens or reproduc- 
tive toxins from Amazon's 
site, or Amazon taking 


amazon 
wee) 


In this Oct. 23, 2018, file photo, an Amazon logo is seen atop the 
Amazon Treasure Truck The Park DTLA office complex in down- 
town Los Angeles. 


measures to ensure that a 
warning is provided ... so 
consumers can take steps 
to avoid exposure to such 
chemicals," Doughty said in 
an email. 

The lawsuit was dismissed in 
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2019 by a judge who found 
Amazon was protected 
by a section of the federal 
Communications Decency 
Act that shields websites 
from. liability for content 
posted by other parties.L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS = 42 Nick of 
1 Bank job films 
6 Makes 43 Raft 
finer mover 
11 Parting 44 Boost 
word 45 Prophetic 
12 Sway ones G bos 
13 Fails A\G 
miserably DOWN SIEIE 
14Solitary 4 Handles Yesterday's answer 


15 Easter the 


8 Rec room 27 Makes 
find party fixture broader 
16 Hamilton's 9 Siow 9 Garage 28 Asimov 
ut tempo job classic 
WMariners 3 pee room 10 Prepares 30 Hard 
place fixture broccoli worker 
19 Tear A‘t'sa 17 Made of 31 Big hits 
= mouse!” clay 33 Cuba’s 
fallow 5 Takes 23 Simple Castro 
99 Oklaho- stock, in denials 39H look- 
aan a way 24 Soccer's alike 
94 Travel 6 Reads Hamm  41"The 
26 Station Simpsons” 


aids over 
25 Hole in 7 sll workers bartender 


the head 

27 Costume 
parts 

29 Well-being 

32 NYC 
subway 
line 

33 Flowed 
into 

34 Overly 

35 Film noir 
classic 

36 Kin of Ltd. 

37 Target 

38 Dimin- 
ished 

40 Mosey 
along 


AXYDLBAAKR 
isLONGFELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X% for the two O's, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes. the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. 


6-17 CRYPTOQUOTE 


BS V HX DMX HV AX K 


¥ Q 


IXPPI. BVPP SYA UV CGK’B 


UXKB XKT. — HDGNIJSG AXDR 
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: BEWARE THE HORNS 

OF A BULL, THE HEELS OF THE HORSE, AND THE 

SMILE OF AN ENGLISHMAN. — JAMES JOYCE 


Shaky oasis for some polar bears 
found, but not for species 
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Three adult polar bears walk in Southeast Greenland in April 
2015 over sea ice during the limited time when it is available. 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

With the polar bear species 
in a fight for survival be- 
cause of disappearing Arc- 
tic sea ice, a new distinct 
group of Greenland bears 
seem to have stumbled on 
an icy oasis that might al- 
low a small remote popula- 
tion to "hang on." 

But it's far from "a life raft" 
for the endangered spe- 
cies that has long been a 
symbol of climate change, 
scientists said. 

A team of scientists tracked 
a group of a few hundred 
polar bears in Southeast 
Greenland that they show 
are genetically distinct and 
geographically separate 
from others, something 
not considered before. But 
what's really distinct is that 
these bears manage fo sur- 
vive despite only having 100 
days a year when there's 
sea ice to hunt seals from. 
Elsewhere in the world, po- 
lar bears need at least 180 
days, usually more, of sea 
ice for them to use as their 
hunting base. When there's 
no sea ice bears often 
don't eat for months. 

With limited sea ice, which 
is frozen ocean water, 
these Southeast Greenland 
polar bears use freshwater 
icebergs spawned from 
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the shrinking Greenland ice 
sheet as makeshift hunting 
grounds, according to a 
study in Thursday's journal 
Science. However, scien- 
tists aren't sure if they are 
thriving because they are 
smaller and have fewer 
cubs than other polar bear 
populations. 

"These polar bears are 
adapted to living in an en- 
vironment that looks like 
the future," said study lead 
author Kristin Laidre, a po- 
lar bear biologist at the Uni- 
versity of Washington, who 
over nine years tracked, 
collared and tested the 
all-white bears usually from 
a helicopter hovering the 
white snow and ice back- 
drop. "But most bears in the 
Arctic don't have glacial 
ice. They don't have ac- 
cess to this. So it can't be 
taken out of context like 
somehow this is like a life 
raft for polar bears around 
the Arctic. It's not. Green- 
land is unique." 

"We project large declines 
of polar bears across the 
Arctic and this study does 
not change that very im- 
portant message," Laidre 
said. "What this study does 
is show that we find this 
isolated group living in this 
unique place... We're look- 
ing at where in the Arctic 
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polar bears can as a spe- 
cies hang on, where they 
might persist." 

The freshwater ice will keep 
coming off the ice sheet 
for centuries giving limited 
hope that this is "a place 
that polar bears might con- 
tinue to survive" but it's sep- 
arate from an overall trend 
of sea ice loss in the sum- 
mer because of emissions 
of heat-trapping gases 
from the burning of coal, oil 
and natural gas, said Na- 
tional Snow and Ice Data 
Center deputy lead scien- 
tist Twila Moon, a study co- 
author. These bears hunt 
on the fresh glacial ice that 
has more peaks and val- 
leys than the flatter sea ice, 
often in house- or car-sized 
bergs, called bergy bits, 
Moon said. 

This population of polar 
bears are on the south- 
east tip of the giant island, 
where there are no towns. 
For years scientists figured 
these bears were part of 
the same population § in 
Northeast Greenland, just 
roaming up and down the 
massive coast. But they 
don't, Laidre said. An un- 
usual set up of winds, Cur- 
rents and geographical 
features around 64 degrees 
North make it next to im- 
possible for bears to move 
north of that point, the cur- 
rent sends them south fast, 
she said. 

While most bears travel 25 
miles (40 kilometers) over 
four days, the Southeast 
Greenland bears go about 
6 miles (10 kilometers) in the 
same time, the study said. 
"They just stay in the same 
place for years and years,” 
Laidre said. 

Genetic testing Laidre and 
colleagues did showed 
they are more different 
from the neighboring pop- 
ulations than any other pair 
of polar bear populations 
on Earth, said study co-au- 
thor Beth Shapiro, a Univer- 
sity of California Santa Cruz 
evolutionary geneticist. 
Occasionally, a bear from 
elsewhere breeds with the 
southeast bear, but Shap- 
iro said it's infrequent and 
only one-way with no bear 
heading north and breed- 
ing with that population.) 
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This image released by Sceye Inc., shows one of their airships 
launched from Roswell, N.M., Tuesday, June 14, 2022. 


By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY- 
AN 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 
— A technology company 
that wants to bring broad- 
band to more remote ar- 
eas and monitor methane 
and other emissions from 
the oil and gas industry 
launched one of its airships 
from the New Mexico des- 
ert on Tuesday as part of a 
key test on the way to com- 
mercial operations. 

Sceye Inc. is developing a 
high-altitude platform sta- 
tion that company officials 
hope will provide an option 
other than satellites and air- 
planes for boosting internet 
connectivity and collecting 
data on everything from in- 
dustrial pollution to wildfire 
threats. 

It took a couple of hours 
for the unmanned helium- 
filed station to reach the 
stratosphere. It will main- 
tain its position there for 24 
hours, a milestone that will 
bring Sceye closer to com- 
mercial operations over the 
next 18 to 24 months. 
Founder and CEO Mikkel 
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Vestergaard Frandsenand 
said his team will aim for 
more longevity with sub- 
sequent flights from their 
home base in Roswell. 
“Every flight is a big deal 
but every flight also is just 
another step in a process 
of iterative learning,” he 
said during a virtual inter- 
view from Sceye’s hangar 
where workers were busy 
prepping the massive air- 
ship for the flight. 
Vestergaard Frandsenand 
said it takes about eight 
months to build a station, 
which consists of a sleek re- 
flective fabric designed to 
operate in the stratosphere 
at 65,000 feet (19.8 kilome- 
ters) above the Earth’s sur- 
face. 

NASA several years ago 
proposed a_ challenge 
that called for designs that 
could fly higher and longer 
than existing airships, with 
scientists at the Jet Propul- 
sion Lab in California saying 
observations at that alti- 
tude could provide greater 
clarity. At the time, no air- 
ship Could maintain an allti- 
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Company tests high-al- 
titude airship over New 
Mexico desert 


tude in the stratosphere for 
more than eight hours. 
Capable of lifting heavy 
payloads, Sceye’s airship 
runs on solar panels and a 
bank of lithium-sulphur bat- 
teries. 

“Whether we achieve our 
objective with this flight or 
achieve something that’s 
short of the objective, 
we're going to learn a lot,” 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $26,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $18,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $14,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Ocean view $52,000 
WK 52 Ocean View $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $12,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 
3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $32,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $19,750 
1 Bed ocean front $16,500 
1 Bed ocean View $12,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $11,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $6.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 


Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 104 


Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf 
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean 


he said. 

The New Mexico Economic 
Development Department 
pledged up to $5 million in 
funding when Sceye an- 
nounced it would locate in 
the state. LD 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


OPEN HOUSE! 

Fixer-up House for sale 

Address: Seroe Blanco 333 

Date: sunday 19 june 

from 4 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Info:House: Built-up area 

106,25 m2 

Land: Total Plot area 910M2 

Website:www.fixeruphousefor- 

salearuba.jouwweb.nl 

E-mail: 

seroeblanco333@hotmail.com 
215438 


Editor 
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HEALTH 


v 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
\Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Mariah Carey, Neptunes to get in Songwriters Hall of Fame 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Silenced 
for two years, the Songwrit- 
ers Hall of Fame is ready 
to party again, welcoming 
a diverse set of artists for 
its Class of 2022, including 
pop diva Mariah Carey, 
the weirdly cool produc- 
ers the Neptunes, the British 
electro-pop band Euryth- 
mics, psychedelic  blues- 
man Steve Miller and the 
iconic Isley Brothers. 

The songwriters will be hon- 
ored at a pandemic-de- 
layed gala Thursday night 
at the Marriott Marquis in 
New York. 

While a list of performers 
and presenters has not 
been revealed, past  in- 
ductees have been sere- 
naded or hailed by the likes 
of Lady Gaga, Stevie Nicks, 
Billy Joel, Jon Bon Jovi and 
Ed Sheeran. 

Lil Nas X will also be hon- 
ored Thursday with the 
Hal David Starlight Award, 
which recognizes "gifted 
young songwriters who are 
making a_ significant im- 
pact in the music industry 
via their original songs." 

The ceremony has been 
described as a cross be- 
tween the Grammy Awards 
and the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame. festivities. Songwrit- 
ers are eligible for induction 
after writing hit songs for at 


Annie Lennox, left, and Dave Stewart of the Eurythmics performing at The Night that Changed 
America: A Grammy Salute to the Beatles in Los Angeles on Jan. 27, 2014. Lennox and Stewart will 
be inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame. 


least 20 years and the hall 
includes such iconic song- 
writers as Burt Bacharach, 
Missy Elliott, Paul McCart- 
ney, Bruce Springsteen, 
Paul Simon, Billy Joel and 
Carly Simon. New annual 
slates are voted on by the 
membership. 

Carey, whose hits include 
"We Belong Together" and 
"Hero," released her self- 
titled debut album in 1990. 


With 19 No. 1 hits on the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart, she 
is only behind the Beatles, 
who had 20 songs top the 
chart. Carey is the only art- 
ist to have No. 1 hits in the 


1990s, 2000s, 2010s and 
2020s. 
Ronald, Rudolph and 


O'Kelly Isley crafted three 
volcanic singles from 1959- 
62: "Shout," "Respectable" 
and "Twist and Shout." And 
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for the next 30 years — 
joined in 1969 by younger 
brothers Marvin and Ernie 
Isley and cousin Chris Jas- 
per — they made even 
more: "That Lady," "Fight 
the Power," "Work to Do," 
"Harvest for the World" and 
"For the Love of You." 

Miller perfected a psyche- 
delic blues sound with such 
hits as "Take the Money and 
Run," "Fly Like an Eagle," 


"Abracadabra," "The Jok- 
er," "Jet Airliner" and "Jun- 
gle Love." Miller's "Greatest 
Hits 1974-78" is among the 
25 bestselling albums of alll 
time. 

The members of Euryth- 
mics — Annie Lennox and 
Dave Stewart — led the 
New Wave charge in the 
1980s with songs like "Sweet 
Dreams (Are Made of This)" 
and "Here Comes the Rain 
Again." This year they were 
inducted into the Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame. 

The Neptunes are the 
creative, innovative pro- 
duction-songwriting duo 
of Pharrell Williams and 
Chad Hugo who shaped 
pop and urban radio from 
the '90s well into the 2000s 
thanks to crafting hits for 
Britney Spears, Jay-Z, Justin 
Timberlake, Usher and Be- 
yoncé. 

Non-performing solo nomi- 
nees this year are William 
"Mickey" Stevenson, a pro- 
ducer during Motown's 
golden era, and Rick 
Nowels, who co-wrote over 
60 Top 20 singles world- 
wide, including Belinda 
Carlisle's global hit "Heaven 
is a Place on Earth." 

Master songwriter Paul 
Williams will receive the 
Johnny Mercer Award, and 
Universal executive Jody 
Gerson will receive the Abe 
Olman Publisher Award.l) 


Ruth Ozeki's 'Book of Form and Emptiness’ wins Women's Prize 


American-Canadian writer, Ruth Ozeki, wins the prestigious 
Women’s Prize for Fiction for “The Book of Form and Emptiness,” 
in London, Wednesday June 15, 2022. 


LONDON (AP) — Canadi- 
an-American writer Ruth 
Ozeki won the prestigious 
Women's Prize for Fiction on 
Wednesday for "The Book 
of Form and Emptiness," a 
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playful, philosophical novel 
that explores people's rela- 
tionship to possessions. 

Ozeki was awarded the 
30,000 pound ($36,000) 
prize at a ceremony in Lon- 


don for her story of a be- 
reaved boy's relationship 
with books and the objects 
in his house — all of which 
speak to him. His world 
becomes increasingly ca- 
cophonous as his widowed 
mother deals with her grief 
by hoarding. 

Ozeki, 66, was raised in 
Connecticut by a Japa- 
nese mother and an Ameri- 
can father, and says she 
began thinking about our 
relationship with objects as 
she was clearing out her 
parents’ house after their 
deaths. 

"They were both children of 
the Depression, so they nev- 
er threw anything away," 
she said. "Every piece of 
plastic wrap, every piece 
of tinfoil, had been care- 
fully washed and saved. | 


kept thinking, as | was go- 
ing through this stuff, ‘If only 
these things could talk." 
"As children, things always 
are speaking to us and we 
are always making things 
speak," she added. "And (| 
was) trying to get back in 
touch with that imaginary 
world — what it's like to be 
a child and see the whole 
world as being alive." 

A professor of English at 
Smith College in Massachu- 
setts, Ozeki is also a film- 
maker and Zen Buddhist 
priest, and her novel was 
inspired in part by Buddhist 
philosophy — and by the 
decluttering doyenne Ma- 
rie Kondo. 

"What she is teaching is 
nothing more than a tra- 
ditional Japanese way 
of approaching posses- 


sions and objects," Ozeki 
said of Kondo. "You take 
care of your things. The 
built-in obsolescence that 
most of our objects have 
these days seems to me 
problematic."Ozeki is the 
author of three previous 
novels, including the envi- 
ronmentally themed "My 
Year of Meats" and "All 
Over Creation." She was a 
Booker Prize finalist in 2013 
for "A Tale for the Time Be- 
ing," a Pacific-spanning 
story set after Japan's 2011 
earthquake and tsunami. 
British journalist Mary Ann 
Sieghart, who chaired the 
Women's Prize judging 
panel, said Ozeki's win- 
ning novel "stood out for its 
sparkling writing, warmth, 
intelligence, humor and 
poignancy.'L) 


By TIM BOOTH 

Seattle Storm star and five- 
time Olympic gold medalist 
Sue Bird announced Thurs- 
day the 2022 season will 
be her last playing in the 
WNBA. 

The announcement by Bird, 
41, ended any speculation 
about her future; she had 
acknowledged in February 
when she re-signed with 
Seattle that this would like- 
ly be her final season. She 
strongly considered retire- 
ment after last season be- 
fore choosing to return for 
a 19th season as a player. 

Bird's announcement 
came a day before Seat- 
tle's game at Connecticut. 
The Storm will close out their 
road trip on Sunday in New 
York, about 30 miles from 
where Bird grew up in Syos- 
set, New York. 

"As the season has gone, 
like | said, | pretty much 
knew, and then once | saw 
the schedule, and then 
once | started packing for 
this trip a little bit, | was like, 
‘Oh, this is gonna be my last 
time playing in New York. 
My last time playing in front 
of my family and friends. 
And so that's why the tim- 
ing of this is what it is," Bird 
said in a video posted by 
the Storm on social media. 
"| just really felt strongly 
about announcing my re- 
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tirement, saying it was my 
last year so | can share 
that with my family and 
my friends, all the people 
in New York who have 
watched me growing up 
so they can come and see 
me play for the last time in 
my home state. So I'm ex- 
cited about that. It's also 
bittersweet." 

Bird is a four-time WNBA 
champion, 12-time All-Star 
and the oldest player in the 
league. She has spent her 
entire WNBA career with 


Seattle since becoming the 
No. 1 draft pick in 2002 fol- 
lowing her storied college 
career at UConn. This sea- 
son is her 21st associated 
with the franchise although 
just her 19th playing after 
missing two seasons be- 
cause of injuries. 

Her resume is the envy of 
anyone in — professional 
sports, let alone basketball. 
National championships at 
UConn in 2000 and 2002. 
WNBA titles with Seattle in 
2004, 2008, 2018 and 2020, 
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Seattle Storm guard Sue Bird holds the champions trophy after the Commissioner's Cup WNBA 
basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, on Aug. 12, 2021, in Phoenix. 
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the last coming inside the 
WNBA "bubble" in Florida 
amid the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

Bird hoisted five additional 
titles playing overseas in 
the EuroLeague. Last year, 
she added a fifth Olympic 
gold in Tokyo to go along 
with the ones the United 
States earned in 2004 in 
Athens, 2008 in Beijing, 2012 
in London and 2016 in Rio 
de Janeiro. 

Bird was the AP national 
player of the year her fi- 


nal season at UConn. She 
is a five-time  all-WNBA 
first-team selection, the 
league's all-time leader in 
assists and the only player 
to appear in more than 500 
games in league history. 
She has been honored on 
every list imaginable as one 
of best and most influential 
players in the history of the 
league. And she's the stan- 
dard by which other point 
guards are judged. 

Bird turns 42 in October and 
was on the cusp of step- 
ping away a year ago, and 
when the Storm were elimi- 
nated by the Phoenix Mer- 
cury in the playoffs, fans 
chanted "One more year! 
One more year!" as she did 
an on-court televised inter- 
view. Those cheers were 
egged on by Phoenix's 
longtime star Diana Taurasi, 
Bird's former college team- 
mate at UConn and part 
of all five of those Olympic 
gold-medal runs. 

In the end, the fans — and 
Taurasi — got what they 
wanted. Bird came back, 
for exactly one more year. 
"Sue Bird is Storm basket- 
ball," her WNBA team 
tweeted moments after 
Bird made her decision 
known. "Every moment, ev- 
ery memory has one con- 
stant. No. 10. It's time for the 
final chapter."() 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
and administration officials 
on Thursday launched a 
task force dedicated to 
fighting online harassment 
and abuse, which they 
warmed can be a precur- 
sor to real-life violence. 
"The internet is an essen- 
tial part of life in the 21st 
century," Harris said, but for 
many — particularly wom- 
en, people of color, and 
people who are not het- 
erosexual — "the internet is 
a place of fear.” 

The task force will address 
several issues, including 
prevention of online abuse 
and services for people 
who are targeted. It is 
scheduled to issue recom- 
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mendations for the federal 
government and _ private 
companies in 180 days. 
"All of us have a responsi- 
bility to stand together to 
support those who have 
gone through this, and also 
recognize they shouldn't 
have to be alone fighting 
on this issue," Harris said. 
Although the problem is 
not new, it has taken on 
new urgency — following 
mass shootings in Texas 
and New York that were 
predated by misogynist 
and racist commentary on 
social media and message 
boards. 

Harris was introduced by 
Sloane Stephens, a Black 
professional tennis player 
who has faced a torrent of 
racist abuse. 

"I'm a daughter, a sister, a 
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wife. And | am more than 
an athlete, more than a 
label," Stephens said. "Yet 
all of that is disregarded 
when people online seek 
to harass me and harm 
me. No matter whether | 
win or lose, someone on- 
line is mad, and they will 
make it known." 

After matches, Stephens 
said, she is worried to pick 
up her phone because "l 
know what will be waiting 
for me when | unlock it." 
The National Security 
Council is working with the 
White House Gender Poli- 
cy Council on the initiative, 
and Attorney General Mer- 
rick Garland and Surgeon 
General Vivek Murthy par- 
ticipated in Thursday's an- 
nouncement. 

Garland said the Justice 


This undated photo, provided by Kasumi Kobo, shows Akim 
Aliu, back row center, co-founder of the Hockey Diversity Al- 
liance and former professional hockey player, posing for a 
photo with children of a ball hockey skills program, at the Mal- 
vern Recreation Cenire, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


Department had dedicat- 
ed additional resources to 
issues like online stalking. 

"We are committed to 
relentlessly — investigating 
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these crimes, bringing to 
justice those who perpe- 
trate them, and providing 
support for the survivors," 
he said.l) 
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Mcllroy makes more noise at U.S. Open, this time with clubs 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

BROOKLINE, Mass. (AP) — 
Rory Mcllroy made another 
bold statement at the U.S. 
Open. This time it was with 
his golf. 

Mcllroy has become a 
leading voice on the PGA 
Tour over the last few years, 
particularly with his rebuke 
of the Saudi-funded series 
that is disrupting golf. The 
opening round Thursday at 
The Country Club was a re- 
minder he's pretty good at 
his day job, too. 

And a few fiery moments 
showed how badly he 
wants to end eight years 
without a major. 

Mcllroy made two straight 
birdies late in his round to 
become the first player to 
reach 4 under among early 
starters, only to miss the 
ninth green and make his 
only bogey for a 3-under 
67 and a share of the lead 
with qualifiers Joel Dah- 
men, David Lingmerth and 
Callum Tarren. 

At the moment, Mcllroy isn't 
concerned with his strong 
stance against LIV Golf. 

"It's been eight years since | 
won a major," he said. "And 
| just want to get my hands 
on one again." 

Even with a good start, 
and coming off a victory 
last week in the Canadian 
Open, it doesn't figure to 
be easy. The Country Club 
might be as accommodat- 
ing as it gets all week, with 
moderate wind and cloud 
cover keeping the sun from 
making greens crispy and 
firm. 

And the best anyone could 
do was a 67. 

Collin Morikawa, trying to 
win a major for the third 
straight year, thought he 


Rory Mcllroy, of Northern Ireland, hits on the fifth hole during the first round of the U.S. Open golf 
tournament at The Couniry Club, Thursday, June 16, 2022, in Brookline, Mass. 


might be able to take it 
deep — at least by USS. 
Open standards — when 
he birdied the ninth hole to 
reach 3 under. But he didn't 
make another birdie and 
closed with a bogey when 
he had to lay up short of 
the gaping bunker on the 
18th, duffed a pitch into 
the sand and scrambled 
fora 69. 

"| think it will only get tough- 
er," he said. 

Jon Rahm was also at 69 af- 
ter hitting wild drives on his 
last two holes and convert- 
ing one for par, another for 
birdie. 

It already was proving 
tough enough for Phil Mick- 
elson, playing on American 
soil for the first time since he 
revealed his level of sup- 
port for the Saudi-backed 
league and played last 
week in the first of Greg 
Norman's events. 


Mickelson four-putted from 
about 18 feet for double 
bogey on the par-3 sixth, 
dropping him to 5-over par 
through six holes in the af- 
ternoon. 

For Mclilroy, it was his sec- 
ond straight major — and 
third time in his last four U.S. 
Opens — he opened with 
a score par. There is confi- 
dence in his game for win- 
ning last week in Toronto, 
and there is passion rare for 
a Thursday unless the game 
is going badly. 

He tried to drive the reach- 
able par-4 fifth hole and 
caught an awkward lie 
in the thick collar above 
a bunker, forcing him to 
stand in the sand. He hit 
that into another bunker, 
and then twice slammed 
the club into the sand out 
of frustration. But he man- 
aged to save par. 

"You're going to encoun- 
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ter things at a U.S. Open, 
whether they be lies or stuff 
like that, that you just don't 
really encounter any other 
week," he said. "It's hard not 
to get frustrated because 
I'm walking up there going, 
‘Just come back into the 
bunker.' The thickest rough 
on the course is around 
the edges of the bunker. 
So | was sort of cursing the 
USGA whenever | was go- 
ing up to the ball." 

And then from the ninth 
fairway, his approach 
sailed to the right and he 
flung his club. He couldn't 
save par on that one and 
had to accept a 67 — not 
a bad start, and no apolo- 
gies for his few outbursts of 
emotion. 

"Almost to remind yourself 
sometimes how much. it 
means to you," he said. 
There's a lot on the table 
outside of golf, too, with 


13 players at the U.S. Open 
who took part in the Saudi- 
backed LIV Golf last week, 
leading the PGA Tour to 
suspend those members. 
Mcllroy, the first to shut 
down talk of rival leagues 
in 2020, spoke passionately 
this week about building on 
the legacy handed down 
by Arnold Palmer and Jack 
Nicklaus. For those taking 
the guaranteed money for 
54-hole events, he said it 
felt like "the easy way out." 
But now it's time for golf, 
and there a vibe of relief 
that focus could turn to a 
U.S. Open that first came 
to Brookline more than a 
century ago. Thursday was 
more about birdies and bo- 
geys — mostly the latter in 
a U.S. Open — and a place 
in history. 

No other major is more 
open — roughly half the 
156-man field has to qualify 
— and it showed with those 
who shared the early lead 
with Mcllroy. 

Dahmen debated whether 
to go a 36-hole qualifier 10 
days ago in Ohio. The U.S. 
Open is hard and he has 
been beat up from travel 
and pedestrian results. Plus, 
it was supposed to rain. But 
he went anyway, and he 
qualified with one shot to 
spare. 

Lingmerth was in the same 
qualifier and had to play 36 
holes and then some be- 
cause of a 5-for-1 playoff 
for the final spot. That went 
to Hayden Buckley — he 
was among those at 68 on 
Thursday — and Lingmerth 
was first alternate. He got in 
when Martin Kaymer with- 
drew. 

Tarren got one of three 
spots in the Canadian 
qualifying site.) 


Germany's Oscar Otte plays against Georgia's Nikoloz Basilash- 
vili during their ATP Tour men's singles Round of 16 tennis match 
in Halle, Germany, Thursday, June 16, 2022. 
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No. 1 Medvedev beats Ivashka to 
reach Halle quarterfinals 


HALLE, Germany (AP) — 
Top-ranked Daniil Medve- 
dev defeated Ilya lvashka 
for the second time in a 
week, beating the Belaru- 
sian 7-6 (4), 6-3 Thursday to 
reach the quarterfinals at 
the Halle Open. 

Medvedev, who also elmi- 
nated lvashka in. 's-Herto- 
genbosch last week, saved 


three set points when trail- 
ing 5-4 in the first set. 
Medvedev returned to No. 
1 in the rankings this week, 
with Novak Djokovic drop- 
ping to No. 3, and acknowl- 
edged that may add fo his 
opponents’ motivation § in 
Halle. 

"Some are going to be a lit- 
tle bit intimidated that they 


are playing the World No. 
1 and they have a tough 
draw. If they lose, maybe it 
is nothing special," Medve- 
dev said.""And some on the 
contrary. 

Maybe they don't have the 
best confidence at the mo- 
ment and if they beat the 
World No. 1, that is where it 
starts."L) 


